[Neurogenic intermittent claudication of the femoral nerve caused by occlusion of the common iliac artery].
A 52 year old heavy smoker complained of paresthesiae and pain at the ventral side of the right thigh and the antero-medial side of the right lower leg as well as weakness of the right quadriceps femoris during exercise. Clinical examination revealed a paresis of the right quadriceps, hypesthesia and hypalgesia in the area of the femoral nerve and a reduced right patellar reflex after 10 min walking. An occlusion of the right common iliac artery was diagnosed by angiography. Following transluminal angioplasty and implantation of an intravascular stent, the patient was free of symptoms. On the basis of the clinical observations following recanalisation of the common iliac artery, the symptoms can best be explained by a reduced perfusion of the iliolumbar artery supplying the upper part of the femoral nerve, causing ischemia of the femoral nerve during exercise. In conclusion, stenosis/occlusion of the common iliac artery should be considered as a differential diagnosis of quadriceps weakness and paresthesia in the area of the femoral nerve associated with exercise.